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The Honorable Matt Huffman 
Senate President 
The Ohio State Senate 
1 Capitol Square 
SH-201 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
Ohio House Bill 73 – OPPOSE 
 
President Huffman: 
 
The undersigned organizations respectfully write in strong opposition to House Bill (HB) 73, which will 
unnecessarily increase administrative burdens, healthcare expenditures and undermine a key patient 
safety measure in the healthcare delivery system, the role of the pharmacist. 
 
One of the key roles of the pharmacist as an interprofessional healthcare team member is to ensure their 
patients' safe and effective use of medications. Pharmacists do this through steps in the medication 
dispensing process, such as prospective drug utilization review where the pharmacist evaluates the 
appropriateness of a medication for an individual patient before the medication is dispensed. Pharmacists 
rely on their knowledge, experience, judgment, and ongoing reviews of high-quality, evidence-based, peer-
reviewed published literature to confirm the appropriate use of a medication for a specific indication. They 
check for the safe and effective dose of medication for a specific patient. This is especially important for 
patients with allergies, kidney disease, liver disease, or other past medical histories that may change the 
safe or effective dose of a medicine. Pharmacists review a medicine’s interactions with other drugs, disease 
states, foods, or interactions with other items. All of this is completed under the pharmacist’s state scope 
of practice and within their professional judgment, which has been formed through six to eight years of 
collegiate and doctoral-level training, including over 1,700 hours of hands-on experiential education in 
patient care settings. 
 
In addition to the medication expertise pharmacists contribute during the dispensing process, pharmacists 
also provide numerous patient care services to their patients to optimize the safe and effective use of 
medications, increase access to acute and preventative care, and work collaboratively with other members 
of the healthcare team to assist patients in reaching their therapeutic goals.  
 
The result of pharmacists using their professional judgment and providing the care they were trained to 
provide to their patients is patients reaching their therapeutic goals, cost savings in healthcare 
expenditures, and thousands of potentially fatal medication errors prevented each year. A study conducted 
at one community pharmacy found that pharmacists made around 17,000 clinical interventions in a year, 
resulting in $2.4 million in cost savings and the prevention of numerous medication errors for their 
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patients.1 Extensive published literature has proven that patients are healthier when pharmacists are 
involved in their care2 and there are substantial cost savings.3 
 
HB73 takes away the role of the pharmacist as the last line of defense to ensure that patient safety 
concerns associated with medications are addressed. As you know, rules adopted by the State of Ohio 
Board of Pharmacy4 allow pharmacists to use their professional judgment to determine whether to fill a 
prescription for medical reasons.  
 
HB73 also inserts the state into the practice of pharmacy. Mandating pharmacists fill prescriptions 
regardless of their professional judgment informed by their years of doctoral education inserts the state 
into the practice of pharmacy which is governed by the State of Ohio Board of Pharmacy.  
 
These actions will undoubtedly increase risks to patient safety and further elevate already high healthcare 
expenditures for our patients. This increase in healthcare expenditures may come from patients needing to 
seek additional care, such as hospitalizations and emergency department visits due to the increase in 
patient risk. 
 
To exemplify the increased risk to patient safety, consider a patient seeking to fill a prescription for 
ivermectin for the off-label use of COVID-19, who also takes the anticoagulant warfarin for another 
indication. Warfarin is one of the most common anticoagulant medications in the U.S. with over 14 million 
prescriptions each year. Ivermectin interacts with warfarin causing an increase in the anticoagulant effect 
which could cause a bleed in the patient which could result in hospitalization and an unnecessary increase 
in morbidity.5 If HB73 was signed into law a pharmacist would be forced to fill the prescription even if they 
knew about this interaction and the increased medical risk to a patient. To ensure the safe and effective use 
of all medications, it is important to maintain the role and professional judgment of the pharmacist as the 
last line of defense before a patient takes their medicine, which is properly governed by the State of Ohio 
Board of Pharmacy.  
 
For these reasons, we strongly oppose HB73 and respectfully request the bill progress no further in the 
Ohio General Assembly.  
 
Sincerely, 
Ohio Pharmacists Association 
Ohio Chapter of American Society of Consultant Pharmacists 
Ohio Society of Health-System Pharmacy 
American Pharmacists Association 
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American Society of Consultant Pharmacists  
American Society of Health-System Pharmacists  
National Alliance of State Pharmacy Associations 
 
 


